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with disruptions in the Middle East 
that continue to affect production. 

I supported the American Clean En-
ergy and Security Act last session be-
cause it took steps to immediately re-
duce demand through improved vehicle 
fuel economy standards and energy ef-
ficient technology in our buildings and 
homes, while investing in clean energy, 
including an increased commitment to 
the research and development of off-
shore wind. 

We should put our money behind 
those efforts instead of giving billions 
of dollars in tax breaks each year to oil 
companies. As we just recently heard, 
ExxonMobil just reported first quarter 
earnings of $11 billion, a nearly 70 per-
cent increase, with other oil companies 
following closely behind. Mr. Speaker, 
let’s eliminate subsidies for these big 
corporations that don’t need our help. 

In the short term, Congress must 
partner with President Obama and sup-
port Attorney General Holder’s efforts 
to monitor oil and gas markets and 
safeguard consumers against unlawful 
practices. We also need stricter guide-
lines for speculators and getting specu-
lators out of the market. We need 
guidelines for people who buy oil just 
to sell it at a profit, perhaps by allow-
ing people to buy oil on the market 
only if they can actually receive prod-
uct. 

Additionally, I urge my colleagues to 
pressure oil companies to drill on do-
mestic lands where they already have 
existing leases. The industry right now 
is drilling on less than a quarter of the 
80 million acres where it already has 
leases approved. While this is not a 
long-term solution, we need responsible 
drilling on lands where there are exist-
ing leases. Now, this is, I believe, a 
faster, fairer, and safer path to more 
domestic production, unlike legislation 
on the floor this week which will put 
oil rig workers and the environment at 
risk by expediting critical safety re-
views. 

None of this, of course, lessens the 
urgency of switching to alternative 
fuels. 
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The U.S. has only 1.4 percent of the 
world’s proven oil reserves but cur-
rently consumes 22 percent of the 
world’s oil. 

In the long run, we will remain sus-
ceptible to repeats of the current crisis 
unless we take every opportunity to 
decrease our dependence on oil. Now I 
want to highlight one important initia-
tive in my State that involves public 
transportation. The Rhode Island Pub-
lic Transit Authority acquired just re-
cently 53 new hybrid buses and is up-
grading 10 trolleys to hybrid propul-
sion, and we should encourage others 
to follow their lead. RIPTA expects 
that their new hybrid fleet will save 
them approximately 20 percent on fuel 
usage, which will help prevent price in-
creases and route closures. 

We should build on the success in 
Rhode Island nationally by requiring 

specific hybrid and fuel efficiency 
standards for any vehicles involved in 
Federal grant programs. Complicated 
problems, like the price of gasoline, 
often require difficult solutions. But 
we cannot let this prevent us from 
moving forward and delivering to our 
constituents who cannot afford these 
costs or a slowed economic recovery. 
Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
work together to enact short-term pro-
visions and long-term solutions to 
bring relief to working families and 
small business. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 41 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Dr. Kurt Gerhard, St. Pat-
rick’s Episcopal Church, Washington, 
D.C., offered the following prayer: 

God of peace, Who called all people 
from every nation to seek reconcili-
ation with each other for the good of 
creation, inspire in us the will to per-
severe, through moments of conflict, to 
seek common ground. 

Bless this country and all its leaders 
in the continued fulfillment of a vision 
set forth in July of 1776 that all people 
are ‘‘endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights, that among 
these are life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness.’’ 

During this session of the 112th Con-
gress in this, the people’s House, may 
the hearts of these duly elected Rep-
resentatives be blessed with the integ-
rity of purpose and the steadfast com-
mitment to seek and serve the people 
of the United States of America for the 
betterment of this country and the 
world. 

We ask this all in the name of the 
one God, the God of all nations. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. JOHNSON) come forward 
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches from each side of the aisle. 

f 

GAS PRICES 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
the average for a gallon of gas in Ohio 
is over $4 a gallon. In eastern and 
southeast Ohio, this is particularly 
hard on families who live in rural 
areas. Farmers, ranchers, seniors, 
working families who have limited 
means of transportation—these high 
gas prices are having a negative impact 
on everyone. The higher gas prices go, 
the more of an impact it has on our 
economy and on our chances for a real 
economic recovery. 

Small business owners are watching 
money they could otherwise invest in 
their businesses go to paying for fuel, 
and working families are anxiously 
redoing their budgets to account for 
higher fuel costs and looking for ways 
to cut back. 

We’re blessed with an abundance of 
natural resources in Ohio. We’re one of 
the highest coal-producing areas, and 
with the Marcellus shale right next 
door in West Virginia, we’re poised to 
make an enormous contribution to 
making America self-sufficient in en-
ergy. We need an energy strategy that 
will help us become energy self-suffi-
cient so we stop relying on other coun-
tries to meet our energy needs. 

Now is the time to levy a 
‘‘permatorium’’ on developing Amer-
ican energy resources. Let’s open up 
our American resources and put our 
country on the path to ensuring our en-
ergy security, instead of continuing to 
rely on foreign sources for energy. 

f 

WE MUST NOT PASS H.R. 3 

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in opposition to H.R. 3 and 
to remind my colleagues of two key 
dates. 

January 20, 2011, the day H.R. 3 was 
introduced. Just 3 months ago, the au-
thors of this extremist, offensive bill 
introduced a version of H.R. 3 that 
would have redefined rape and incest. 
They don’t want us to remember, but 
we cannot forget 173 Members of Con-
gress signed their names to a bill that 
would have redefined rape to exclude 
women who are unconscious, mentally 
disabled, or forced into sex by threat. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 03:33 May 05, 2011 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K04MY7.011 H04MYPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
B

9S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-06T16:40:22-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




